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Agenda

1. Introductions Paul Thomas (ISG)

2. Overview – Nicola Keynes (DfE)

3. Strategic need– Hilary Smith (South Gloucestershire)

4. Vision for the school – Andrew Buckton (Enable Trust) / 

William Roberts (Castle School Education Trust)

5. Site context – Catherine Ward (ISG)

6. Site masterplan – Bethan Thomas (ISG)

7. Elevations and visuals – Catherine Ward (ISG)

8. Net Zero Carbon in Operation – Daryl Fisher (ISG)

9. Consultation arrangements – Avril Baker (ISG) 

10. Q&A
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† A new special school for 112 pupils aged 2 – 19 including pupils with severe learning 

difficulties (SLD), autism (ASD), and pupils with profound and multiple learning 

difficulties (PMLD).

† The new school will be located on part of the Marlwood School site in Alveston.  This 

site is in the Green Belt and the DfE and team has accordingly worked closely with the 

Council to ensure that: 

a) a robust site assessment has been completed to demonstrate that this is the 

only suitable and available site for the project and 

b) the educational need for the school in this location is fully justified.

† Two Bridges Academy will be funded and delivered by the Department for Education 

(DfE) as part of the Free Schools Programme.  

† It will be run by the Enable Trust, a local specialist education academy trust who run 

New Siblands School in Thornbury and Culverhill School in Yate.

† The brief for the school is for ‘Net Zero Carbon’ so sustainability is a key factor in the 

design.  This is particularly important given that the Council declared its Climate 

Emergency in November 2019.

† Subject to receiving the necessary consents, completion in Spring 2023 ready for the 

school to open in September 2023.

Two Bridges Academy
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† South Gloucestershire is experiencing growth arising from new housing and net 
migration given its vibrant local economy. It is currently recognised as one of the 
fastest growing economic areas in the country.

† Councils have a statutory duty to ensure that education provision is made for those 
who need it and that there are sufficient places in the local area to meet demand. 

† Analysis of current demand for school places indicates growth in children and 
young people with special educational needs (SEND) within the existing school age 
population as well as that we can assume will come from new developments. 
Longer term projections indicate sustained growth in the number of children with 
SEND over a 10-year period. 

† Since 2016 the Council has already increased the availability of additional school 
places for SEND by approximately 180 places. However, even with these additional 
places, existing specialist provisions are currently operating close to the limit of 
their capacity.

† Additionally there is a heavy reliance on Independent Specialist School placements 
for some specific types of need and the Council is committed to developing 
excellent specialist provision within the maintained sector with capacity to meet 
all types of needs whenever possible. 

Strategic need for specialist places in SGC
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† For this reason, an application was submitted to the Department for Education to 
create a new local maintained special school for children and young people with 
SLD/ASD and PMLD and we were therefore pleased that the Department 
recognised the strong educational case submitted by the Council for the new 
school.

† Consequently, Two Bridges Academy, will be funded and delivered by the DfE as 
part of the Free Schools Programme and will be part of Enable Trust, an existing 
local highly successful Multi Academy Trust.

† All pupils attending the school will have an Education, Health and Care Plan for the 
special educational needs.

† The school will cater for children between 2 and 19 years old with an intended 
opening date of September 2023.

† We are extremely delighted that this much needed new provision can now move 
forward to the implementation phase.

Strategic need for specialist places in SGC cont.d
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Enable Trust - about
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Enable Trust – what a new 

special school for pupils with 

SLD/PMLD/ASD will provide
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Enable Trust – what does this mean 
for pupils and families? “New Siblands offers Jack a fantastic 

chance of living the best life he can.”

“Ahmed has made an incredible amount of 
progress, both educationally and socially.  
He is more independent … 2 years ago I 
would have thought this impossible“
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Why it is brilliant – benefits of co-location with Marlwood School
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Enable Trust – a safe pair of hands

† Strong track record of leading Outstanding SEND provision.

New Siblands SLD PMLD school, OUTSTANDING Nov 2017

† Committed to working in partnership in South Glos and further 
afield: 

− South Glos Local Schools Standards Board

− South Glos SEN Partnership Board

− Part of South West SEND strategy group

− South West Association of Leaders of Special Schools

− National Forum for Neuroscience and Special Education

− Enhanced SEN Ofsted inspector

† Board of Trustees – expertise in SEN, finance and risk

† Members and Patron – network for academic research on family 
engagement, mental health and pupils’ complex needs

† DfE pilot school for SEN assessment
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Enable Trust – a safe pair of hands
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Site location

† Within the administrative boundary of South Gloucestershire Council

† Site is geographically suited to meet the educational need for SEND 
places within the area

† One mile south of Thornbury

† Close to the towns of Bradley Stoke, Filton, Yate, Chipping Sodbury, 
Chepstow, Wotton-under-Edge, Caldicot, Lydney & Dursley

† 5 miles NE of the Bristol border

† 10 miles north of Bristol

† Approx. 4 miles east River Severn

† Name of school ‘Two Bridges’ references the bridges across the River 
Severn
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Site context
Thornbury
golf course

Marlwood School

Marlwood School
sports pitches

Marlwood
School AWP

Proposed site

† Proposed site located adjacent the existing Marlwood School 

site, off Vattingstone Lane, Alveston

† Site previously formed part of the sports provision of 

Marlwood School

† Thornbury golf course to north

† Located within Greenbelt

† Co-locating the new school provides educational and social 

opportunities for inclusiveness, collaboration and enhanced 

provision for both mainstream and special school pupils 

View down Vattingstone Lane
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Emerging site masterplan

KEY:

1. Pedestrian and cycle access off Vattingstone Lane
2. Sub-station
3. Vehicular access off Vattingstone Lane
4. Pupil entrance
5. Reception/main entrance
6. ASD pupil entrance
7. ASD garden
8. Habitat corner
9. Nursery garden
10. Primary hard informal space
11. Primary hard informal space
12. Courtyard
13. Primary soft informal space
14. Secondary soft informal space
15. Hard PE area
16. Secondary hard informal space
17. Plant access and ASHP enclosure
18. Secondary hard informal space
19. Outdoor dining zone
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Preliminary visuals
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Preliminary visuals
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Preliminary visuals
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Preliminary visuals
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• What does Net Zero Carbon 
mean?

• Energy generated = energy used

Path to Net Zero 

UKGBC NZC hierarchy
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Path to Net Zero 

BE LEAN 
Use less energy

STEP #1

Supply energy efficiently

BE CLEAN 
Supply energy 

efficiently

STEP #2

Building orientation
Appropriate glazing proportions

Balance Heat loss/Gains to 
optimise Health & Wellbeing

Air tightness
Use efficient services

BE GREEN 
Use renewable 

energy

STEP #3

Utilise appropriate 
renewable energy options 
to offset energy use and  

achieve NZC



2121

Energy & 

CO2 

emissions

Health & 

Wellbeing: 

Daylight, 

thermal 

comfort etc.

• Accurately calculating energy use

• Highly efficient building envelope

• No fossil fuels used on site

• Air Source Heat Pumps

• Generation Of Electricity -

Photovoltaics

How we’re achieving NZC:
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Consultation arrangements

Consultation from 3  - 29 March 2021

† Ongoing Covid -19 restrictions on face-to-face 
gatherings

† Consultation focused online via 
www.twobridgesacademy.co.uk

† Notification via email to key stakeholder 
groups/community organisations

† Notification to over 480 near neighbours via 
postal mailing 

† CSET/Marlwood School and Enable Trust to 
promote consultation through school 
communities and to wider networks/contacts

† Technical/statutory consultees managed by 
project team

† Wider communications – ABC to liaise with SGC 
Communications and Consultation teams

http://www.twobridgesacademy.co.uk/


Q&A

Q&A




